EDITORIAL 
by Hal Nason 


Well, another eonth has cone and gone. Septeaber is upon and 
Suamer is on its vay out. So, its tiae to get back into gear 
and check out vhat is happening at this sonth’s aeeting of 
B.ReA.C.E. Alot of things have changed vithin the last 
month, Phil has aoved to the Prestonsburg area. 1 vill be 
soving, too. But, not out of town (you're not that lucky, 
yet). My new phone nueber vill be 269-8989. If you have an 
article for BRACEBITS, please feel free to give ae a call so 
that you can send ne your article via eoden or get ay address 
and send ae a disk copy of the article (or even a printed 
copy). 


With Phil’s soving to Prestonsburg and Pat's soving last 
January (alright, Pat, I know that it vas really late 
Deceaber. I’ just rounding it off) I have lost most of ay 
help and regular contributors to BRACEBITS. Thus, this issue 
is shorter than noraal. This is also due to the fact that I 
have changed jobs as well as an in the process of soving. 
Hopefully, next aonth BRACEBITS vill be back to its noraal 
size. 


Now that fall has come election tine is upon us. You vill be 
hounded from now until election day for your vote. This is a 
very isportant tine in the history of our country I urge you 
to particapate to the fullest in the election cosing up soon. 
Support the canditate of your choice by giving in every way 
possible the their caapaign effort. Better yet, help put nev 
blood into our governnent: run for office yourself. What, you 
say, I thought that it vas too late to run for President. 
Well, it is too late to run for President of the United 
States: but, I've been refering to an even sore iaportant 
election. That’s right!!! All Offices of B.R.A.C.E. are up 
for grabs and you can grab one of thea. [| really enjoyed the 
fact that ve had contested races for several of the offices 
last year (actually all were contested until one candidate 
decided not to challanage Phil for president and ae for 
Vice-President). I sure vould like to see that happen again, 


it sure would be great if there vere at least two candidates 


for each office, INCLUDING THE OFFICES OF PRESIDENT AND 
VICE-PRESIDENT! Think about beconing a seaber of the officers 
of B.R.A.C.E. See your nage in print in every issue of 
BRACEBITS. Start to write articles for BRACEBITS, too. 60 
FOR IT!!! THE SKY'S THE LINIT! Maybe you can juap from being 
an officer of B.R.A.C.E. to being an elected official of the 
United States of Aserica. 


Speaking of elections, I'd like to encourage you to attend 
this aonths seeting of B.R.A.C.E. to help us decide which 
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Atari aagazine to subscribe to this year. Just to jog your 
aenory, I'd like to renind you that the sesbership origanally 
voted to subscribe to Analog, but ve changed our ainds when 
Analog started to be skipping issues and Antic lovered its Disk 
subscription rate to $79.00 vs. Analog’s $128 per year rate. 
Well, Analog is now ovned by a different set of publishes and 
is back on the nevsstand every aonth. And, this sonth they 
have dropped their Disk subscription to $79.00. Antic is 
offering their Didk subscription for $59.00 a year right nov, 
but I think that ve should vote on it. The seabership aay 
decide that ve do have the extra $20 to spend and that Analog 
is vorth the extra $20. So I hope to see you at this sonth’s 
seating to place nanes in nomination for our election mext 
aonth and to vote on which gagazine to subscribe to. 


DISCLAIMER 


BRACEBITS is published monthly by B.R.A.C.E. (Bluegrass Region 
Atari Coaputer Enthusiasts) of Lexington Kentucky. All 
contents, unless othervise noted, are public domain and 
available for duplication. This newsletter is created by and 
for dues paying senbers of B.R.A.C.E. It is also available on - 
an exchange basis vith any other Atari users group. Neither 
B.R.A.C.E. nor BRACEBITS is affiliated vith the Atari Corp.. 
Atari and the FUJI syabol are registered tradeaarks of Atari 
Corp. Any reference to any trademark should be so noted and is 
acknovledged. The articles in this newsletter are the opinions 
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect that of the 
officers or the group. 


Any dues paying aeaber of B.R.A.C.E. aay submit an article to 
‘the editor for publication. The deadline for suboissions is 
the first Tuesday of the aonth the nevsletter is due out. 
Articles say be edited and/or published at the descretion of 
the editor. Articles aay be nailed to Hal Nason, 151 Todds Rd. 
#240, Lexington, KY 40509 or subsitted via noden to oe at 
(606) 269-8989, please call by voice first to set up a tine for 
the transfer. Atariliriter Plus is the preferable forsat, hut 
any ASCII format will be acceptable. 


B.R.A.C.E. aeets the third Tuesday of the aonth at 7:00 p.a. 
The site of the aeeting each eonth will be in room HN 263 
University of Kentucky Medical Center. The public is velcose 
to attend our seetings but access to the library and the 
newsletter are linited to dues paying aesbers of B.R.A.C.E. A 
full aembership is $15.00 per year for a single seabership ($20 
for a fasily seabership) and a newsletter veabership is just 
$10.00 per year. 


Ninutes 
by: Chris Dotson 


The meeting vas brought to order by the Vice President. 
Brought up under new business vas the BraceBits survey which 
no one bothered to answer. However, most of the verbal 
consents vere along the lines of “Everything's okay. "Next, the 
upcosing election vas brought up. It was noted that Phil 
Taylor has moved to Auxier (Prestonsburg), Kentucky, and thus 
vill probably not run for President again. Hal Nason 
announced that he will probably run for the position of 
president, but so far there is a vacancy in the Vice President 
office. Nosinations will be held at the Septenber seeting, 
and the election and installation of new officers vill occur 
in October. 


Que to extinuating circuastances, the XEP-80 demo vas soved up 
te Septeaber and the deao this aonth vas on the siailarities 
between a disk drive and a CD drive. A notevorthy fact is 
that the CD player is actually a specialized conaputer. The 
interior of the 1050 disk drive vas shown, and it vas observed 
that the laser in the CD player soved back and forth between 
the tracks just like a disk drive head. The "Sticks and 
Stones” song, by Dave and Don Gruisin, vas played. This song 
was pade totally with a 104057 and senthesizers using Hybrid 
Arts! SMPTY Track software, 


~~ “Pater Clotgh von the door prize.” He selected 10 disks as Wis: 
+ prize. The seeting sie peas checkouts fron the library. 
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By: Chris Dotson 


We now have a new ST graphic adventure gane, Oo-Topos, in the 
library, along vith the new newsletters froa other groups. 
Sone of these are really fantastic, and you can check cut tvo 
newsletters for the cost of only one checkout.That’s about all 


the nev stuff. OQur Antic subscription has expired, and ve vill 


vote on vhat to do about that in the coming aeeting. 
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On Computer Viruses 
by Hal Nason 


Recently there has been a lot of talk about computer viruses. 
Recently, I even overheard a conversation about computer 
viruses. But, vhat is a computer virus and how does it affect 
you, dear reader, as an Atarian? 


An article by John Jainschigg and an interview with Dr. Virus 
(i.e, George Woodside) in the Septesber/October 1988 issue of 
Atari Explorer addresses these topics. I would urge you to 
buy this issue of Atari Explorer, but in case you don’t I vill 
report on the jist of the articles. 


First of all, just what is a computer virus? i didn’t realize 
that ay Atari vas susceptible to a virus or any other fora of 
disease. Well, a computer virus is not a version of DNA or 
RNA as is the coaposition of the sort of virus that sakes most 
of us sick a few times a year. A computer virus is a small 
amount of self-duplicating prograa code that sustains and 
perpetuates itself attaching itself to the legitisate 
functions of your computer. The first cases of the cosputer 
flu were perpatrated by pranksters who made some Apple 
computers in an office system to start m@king a ODzk! Dzk! 
sound and writing punctuation marks at random on the screen. 
So, virus progrags do exist, vork and spread from one cosputer 
to another by the swapping or downloading of programs infected 
with the virus. But, how does a computer virus work and 
spread? 


is usually attached to an apparently leQ@tamate program in way 
that it is invisible to the user of the'software. It enters 
the system when the program is run. Most often the virus is 
hedden in portions of the disk image of an operating system or 
hides itself in the boot code loaded automatically from disk 
pover or boot-up. 


“A computer can become infected vith a 4. in many vays. It 


The virus is usually programed to duplicate itself to a 
certain nuaber of other prograas before it rears its ugly head 
and alerts the user to its presence. Thus the virus waits 
until it detects its presence on a predermined nuaber of disks 
before it executes itself. Of course, this sakes it harder 
for the user to eliainate the virus from their system, since 
they do not know which disks are infected vith the virus. One 
of the most coason effects of a computer virus is the 
destroying of data on disks. Often any disks are rendered 
useless and the data lost before the virus is detected and 
many more disks way be affected before the virus is eliminated 
from the system. 


And, yes, the Atari (especially the ST) does have soue viruses 
developed for it. One of the two viruses that George Woodside 
has documented for the ST slowly destroys the file allocation 
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table of each disk, wheter it has the virus or not. The user 
doesn’t know the virus is around until most of your software 
has been damaged or destroyed. The other ST virus doesn’t 
attack disks, but uses time delays and memory accesses to make 
your ST look like it has memory probleas after it warms up. 
The computer vill check out perfectly when you have it examined 
by a technician and you will continue to experience unexplained 
system crashes and garbage pixels on your screen. The problea 
can not be solved until the user realizes vhat the problea is 
and disinfects of of their disks. 


You can protect your system by buying commercial software froa 
a reliable, vell-known source. This source is unlikely to have 
a virus attached to it. Another tactic is to avoid public 
dosain software, especially auto-booting programs downloaded 
froa a BBS. Also, place write protect tabs on all of your 
disks, except those which sust be written to. Also, do not use 
a self-booting disk of unknown origin to institue a prograa 
which writes to disks. Alway s turn off your system and 
re-boot with a disk known to be free of any virus before you 
use any software which writes to any disk. 


There are two prograss vhich vill help you to disinfect any 
disks containing a computer virus. One is called Peniciln and 
the other is VKiller. Both vill eliginate the virus from 
infected disks, but care should be used to separate 
auto-booting disks from other disks, since the process should 
not be used on self-booting disks (it aay make thea useless by 
destroying necessary code in the self-booting sector which will 
wake it ispossible to boot the disk and play the gane). 


Hell, this concludes ay overview of the articles in Atari 
Explorer. Again, I urge you to buy or borrow a copy of this 
issue for more detail. You definately should do this if you 
suspect that your computer has become infected with a virus. 
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